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Fourth Grade-Writing:  First Trimester—September/October/November 

Targeted Standard(s):  NJCCCS  
All students will write in clear, concise, organized language that varies in content and form for different audiences and purposes. 

Enduring Understandings:  Writing is the process of communicating in print for a variety of audiences and purposes. 
1. Writers develop and refine their ideas for thinking, learning, communicating, and aesthetic expression.  (Writing as a process) 
2. Writers use a repertoire of strategies that enables them to vary form and style, in order to write for different purposes, audiences, and contexts. (Writing as a product) 
3. Rules, conventions of language, help readers understand what is being communicated. 
4. Writers select a form based on audience and purpose.  (Exploring a variety of forms) 

Essential Questions: 
1. How do writers express themselves?  How does process shape the writer’s product?                    
2. How do writers develop a well written product?                                                                                
3. How do rules of language affect communication?                                                                            
4. Why does a writer choose a particular form of writing?   

District Assessment 

• Fall writing sample administered within the first three weeks of the school year 

• Team Learning Logs to Analyze Fall Sample within first six weeks of the school year  

Writing Products taken to Formal Publication 

• Personal narratives and/or memoirs.             

• Response to literature                                     

NJASK Practice 
a.  Picture prompt 
b.  Poetry prompt 

Core Content/Objectives Instructional Actions 

Concepts and Skills 
What students will know/What students will be able to do 

Activities/Strategies 
Learning Activities/ Differentiation 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

Assessment 
How learning will be assessed 

1a.  Students will be able to generate possible ideas for writing through talking, 
recalling experiences, hearing stories, reading, discussing, models of writing, 
asking questions, and brainstorming. 
1b.  Students will be able to use strategies such as reflecting on personal 
experiences, reading, doing 
Interviews or research, and using graphic organizers to generate and organize 
ideas for writing. 
1c.  Students will be able to draft writing in a selected genre with 
supporting structure according to the intended message, audience, and 
purpose for writing. 

1. Minilessons and various activities for 
 generating ideas found in Launching 
 the Writing Workshop (Calkins) and 
 Qualities of Writing (Fletcher) 
   
 Minilessons and read alouds-study 
 writers-What do they write about and 
 how? 
  Session 8-Launching the WW Other 
 applicable sessions from any of the 
 Calkins books; refer to Qualities of 
 Writing or Writing Craft (Fletcher) 

 1. Writing workshop journal 
 
  Individual conferences 
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 2a.  Students will be able to create narrative pieces, such as a memoir or 
personal narrative, which contain description and relate ideas, 
observations, or recollections of an event or experience. 
2b.  Craft writing to elevate its quality by adding detail, changing the order 
of ideas, strengthening openings and closings, and using dialogue. 
2c.  Sharpen focus and improve coherence by considering the relevancy of 
included details, and adding, deleting, and rearranging appropriately 

2.   Recognize the literary genre of 
 memoir (Calkins:  Memoir:  The Art 
 of Writing Well and Raising the 
 Quality of Narrative Writing). 
 
 Students are encouraged to reflect 
 upon the significance of 
 remembered events and craft 
 responses of their thoughts and 
 feelings 
 
 Focus on content and organization 
 
 Refer to Qualities of Writing and 
 Craft Lessons (Fletcher) for 
 minilesson ideas 

2a.     Writing workshop journals 
           Individual conferences 
          
http://www.educationoasis.com/curriculu
m/LP/LA/memoir_stuff_life.htm
 
        Assess through a writing prompt 
 and/or final published piece 
 
2. Peer revising 
        Draft pieces 
        Individual conferences 
 Final published piece  
 

3a. Use Standard English conventions that are appropriate to the grade 
level, such as sentence structure, grammar and usage, punctuation, 
capitalization, spelling, and handwriting. 
3b.  Use capital letters correctly in sentences, for proper nouns, and in titles 
3c. Use punctuation correctly in sentences such as ending punctuation, 
commas, and quotation marks in dialogue. 

3.   Minilessons 
           
 Student exemplars 
           
 Student samples-editing 
 

3. Demonstration of understanding 
through student writing. 
       
  Peer discussion and/or reciprocal 
teaching to demonstrate conceptual 
understanding. 
 

4a. Write for different purposes, such as to express ideas, to inform, to 
entertain, to respond to literature, to question, to share, and for a variety of 
audiences, such as self, peers, community. 
4b. Respond to literature in writing to demonstrate an understanding of the 
text, to explore reactions, and to connect personal experiences to text. 
4c. Develop independence by setting self-selected purposes and generating 
topics for writing. 
 

4. Use authentic text (Internet sources, 
 magazines, and journals, songs and 
 poetry, letters, brochures and 
 pamphlets, comic strips, political 
 cartoons, etc.) to study audience and 
 purpose for writing. 
 
 Use shared reading that examines 
 the participatory role of the reader 
 
 Facilitate discussions among 
 students as a way of brainstorming 
 for purpose and ideas. 
 
 Coordinate with reading map/reading 

4a.  Writing workshop journals 
        Shared reading 
         Peer interactions during 
discussions 
http://www.neaq.org/scilearn/kids/babype
ng.html
 
http://www.readwritethink.org/lesson/less
on_view.asp?id=313
4b.  Reading response journals 
        Writing response journals 
        Individual conferences 
 
 
http://www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/2006/rele
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 comprehension 
 
 Make text-to-text, text-to-self, and 
 text-to-world connections. 
 
 Coordinate with personal narratives 
 and/or memoirs 
 
 Minilessons-See part 1 

ase/g4ela.pdf
 
 
4c.  Writing response journals 
       Individual conferences 
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Fourth Grade-Writing:  Second Trimester—December/January/February 

Targeted Standard(s):  NJCCCS  
All students will write in clear, concise, organized language that varies in content and form for different audiences and purposes. 
Enduring Understandings:  Writing is the process of communicating in print for a variety of audiences and purposes. 
5. Writers develop and refine their ideas for thinking, learning, communicating, and aesthetic expression.  (Writing as a process) 
6. Writers use a repertoire of strategies that enables them to vary form and style, in order to write for different purposes, audiences, and contexts. (Writing as a product) 
7. Rules, conventions of language, help readers understand what is being communicated. 
8. Writers select a form based on audience and purpose.  (Exploring a variety of forms) 
Essential Questions: 

5. How do writers express themselves?  How does process shape the writer’s product?                    
6. How do writers develop a well written product?                                                                                
7. How do rules of language affect communication?                                                                            
8. Why does a writer choose a particular form of writing?   

District Assessment 

• No formal district assessments  

Writing Products taken to Formal Publication 

• Formal and informal letter                       

• Response to literature                                     

NJASK Practice 
a.  Picture prompt 
b.  Poetry prompt 

Core Content/Objectives Instructional Actions 
Concepts and Skills 

What students will know/What students will be able to do 
Activities/Strategies 

Learning Activities/ Differentiation 
Interdisciplinary Connections 

Assessment 
How learning will be assessed 

1a.  Students will be able to develop an awareness of form, structure, and 
author’s voice in various genres.1b.  Students will be able to use strategies such 
as reflecting on personal experiences, reading, doing 
Interviews or research, and using graphic organizers to generate and organize 
ideas for writing. 
1b.  Students will be able to revise drafts by rereading for meaning, narrowing 
the focus, elaborating, reworking organization, openings, and closings, and 
improving word choice and consistency of voice. 
1c,  Students will review their own writing with others to understand the reader’s 
perspective and to consider ideas for revision. 
1d.  Students will review and edit work for spelling, mechanics, clarity, and 
fluency 

1.  Minilessons and various activities for 
generating ideas found in Units of Study, 3-5 
(Calkins) and Qualities of Writing, Craft Lessons 
(Fletcher) 
 
 
 

 1.   Writing workshop journal 
   Individual conferences 
 
 Teacher and/or student created 
 rubric 
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2a.  Students will  build knowledge of the characteristics and structures of a 
variety of genres. 
2b.   Students will provide logical sequence and support the purpose of 
writing by refining organizational structure and developing transitions 
between ideas. 
2c.  Students will engage the reader from beginning to end with an 
interesting opening, logical sequence, and satisfying conclusion. 
2d.  Students will write sentences of varying length and complexity, using 
specific nouns, verbs, and descriptive words. 
 
 
 

 
2.   Recognize the variety of literary genres. 
 
 Corroborate with the same area of 
 focus on the reading map 
 
 Read alouds 
 
         Poetry that tells a sequential story 
          
 Study of electronic and print media 
 
         Refer to Units of Study, 3-5         
 (Calkins), Qualities of Writing, and 
 Craft Lessons (Fletcher) for 
 minilesson ideas 
 
         Interactive word walls 
         
 Poetry that tells a sequential story 
 
  Read alouds-focus attention on 
 words authors choose and how 
 these words illuminate the story or I
 information. 
 
 Anchor new words to students’ 
 backgrounds and experiences 

  
2. Jigsaw work-Create posters 
 identifying characteristics and 
 structures of various literary 
 genres. 
 
 Peer revising 
        Draft pieces 
        Individual conferences 
 
 Final published piece scored 
 with a rubric 
 
 http:/www.nj.gov/education/assessment/
es/sample/NJ-LAL_sample.pdf pgs. 33-3 
The Horn I Scorn by Jill Esbaum  
 
http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/ITM
RLS/startsearch.asp

3a.  Students  will use increasingly complex sentence structure and syntax to 
express ideas 
3b.Students will use grade appropriate knowledge of English grammar and 
usage to craft writing, such as subject/verb agreement, pronoun usage and 
agreement, and appropriate verb tenses. 
 
 
 
 
3c.  Students will study examples of narrative and expository writing to develop 

3.  Writer’s Workshop 
          
 
  
           
 
 
 
 
 

3.  Writing samples 
          Draft examples 
          Published pieces scored with a 
  rubric 
 
 
 
 
 
3.   Demonstration of understanding through 
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understanding of the reasons for and use of paragraphs and indentation. 
3d.  Students will indent in own writing to show the beginning of a paragraph. 
 

 student writing. 
 
 Peer discussion and/or reciprocal teaching 
 to demonstrate conceptual understanding. 
         

4a.  Students will study the characteristics of a variety of genres, including 
expository, narrative, poetry, and reflection. 
 
 
4b. Students will write independently to satisfy personal, academic, and social 
needs, such as stories, summaries, letters, or poetry. 
 
4c.  Students will use writing to paraphrase, clarify, and reflect on new learning 
across the curriculum 

4.   Use authentic text (Internet sources, 
 magazines, and journals, songs and 
 poetry, letters, brochures and 
 pamphlets, comic strips, political 
 cartoons, etc.) to study the 
 characteristics. 
 
 Minilessons 
 
 Coordinate with reading map/reading 
 comprehension 
 
 Make text-to-text, text-to-self, and text-t
 o-world connections. 
 
         Coordinate with personal narratives, 
 memoirs, letter-writing, and content 
 area subjects. 
 
 Apply learned writing skills throughout 
 the curriculum, particularly science and 
 social studies. 
 

4.  Writing workshop journals 
      Individual conferences 
 
Jigsaw work-Create posters identifying 
characteristics and structures of various 
literary genres. 
 
Reading response journals 
        Writing response journals 
        Individual conferences 
        Writing samples 
 
Writing response journals 
       Individual conferences 
       Content area writing assignments 
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Fourth Grade-Writing:  Third Trimester—March/April/May/June 

Targeted Standard(s):  NJCCCS  
All students will write in clear, concise, organized language that varies in content and form for different audiences and purposes. 
Enduring Understandings:  Writing is the process of communicating in print for a variety of audiences and purposes. 
9. Writers develop and refine their ideas for thinking, learning, communicating, and aesthetic expression.  (Writing as a process) 
10. Writers use a repertoire of strategies that enables them to vary form and style, in order to write for different purposes, audiences, and contexts. (Writing as a product) 
11. Rules, conventions of language, help readers understand what is being communicated. 
12. Writers select a form based on audience and purpose.  (Exploring a variety of forms) 
Essential Questions: 

9. How do writers express themselves?  How does process shape the writer’s product?                    
10. How do writers develop a well written product?                                                                                
11. How do rules of language affect communication?                                                                            
12. Why does a writer choose a particular form of writing?   

District Assessment 

•  Spring writing sample administered in late April 

Writing Products taken to Formal Publication 

• Informational Report 

• Poetry 

• Response to literature                                     

NJASK Practice 
a.  Picture prompt 
b.  Poetry prompt 

Core Content/Objectives Instructional Actions 
Concepts and Skills 

What students will know/What students will be able to do 
Activities/Strategies 

Learning Activities/ Differentiation 
Interdisciplinary Connections 

Assessment 
How learning will be assessed 

1a. Students will use a variety of reference materials to revise work, such dictionary, 
thesaurus, or internet/software resources. 
 
1b. Students will use computer writing applications during most of the writing process. 
 
1c. Students will understand and apply elements of grade-appropriate rubrics to improve 
and evaluate writing. 
 
1d. Students will reflect on one’s writing, noting strengths and areas needing 
improvement. 

 

1.   Minilessons  
         Student practice 
         Peer revising/editing 
        
 Minilessons to demonstrate meaning and 
 use of rubric 
         Checklists 
 
 Student exemplars 
 Peer revising and editing 
 Reflection paragraphs 

 

1.   Writing workshop journal 
          Individual conferences 
 Draft pieces 
          Individual conferences with teachers 
 and peers 
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2a. Students will write informational reports across the curriculum that frame an issue or 
topic, include facts and details, and draw from more than one source of information. 
 
2b.Students will recognize the difference between complete sentences and sentence 
fragment, examining the uses of each in real-world writing. 
 
2c. Students will Improve the clarity of writing by rearranging words, sentences, and 
paragraphs. 
 
2d. Students will examine real-world writing to expand knowledge of sentences, 
paragraphs, usage, and authors’ writing styles.  

2a.   Review the literary genre of informational 
 text. 
        Library lessons 
        Graphic organizers to collect information 
         Exemplars 
 
 

 

2a.      Teacher and librarian facilitation 
            Draft pieces 
            Published pieces 
 
 
 
 
 

3a. Students  will use spell grade-appropriate words correctly with particular attention to 
frequently used words, contractions, and homophones. 
 
3b.Students will use knowledge of base words, structural analysis, and spelling patterns 
to expand spelling competency in writing. 
 
3c. Students will use a variety of reference materials, such as a dictionary, grammar 
reference, and internet/software resources to edit written work. 
 
3d.  Students will write legibly in manuscript or cursive to meet district standards 

3a.   Word study minilessons 
           Spelling text 
           Word Wall 
           Corroborate with this area of focus on 
 reading map 
                Teacher instruction 
                Individual practice 

 

3a.  Writing samples 
        Draft examples 
        Published pieces 
        Spelling tests 
 
 
 
 

4a. Students will write narratives that relate recollections of an event or experience 
and establish a setting, characters, point of view, and sequence of events. 
 
4b. Students will use a variety of strategies to organize writing, including sequence, 
chronology, and cause/effect.   
 
4c.  Students will demonstrate higher-order thinking skills through responses to 
open-ended and essay questions in content areas or as responses to literature. 
 
4d.  Students will use writing to paraphrase, clarify, and reflect on new learning across 
the curriculum 
 
4e. Students will demonstrate the development of a personal style and voice in 
writing. 
 
4f.  Review scoring criteria of a writing rubric 
 
4g.  Students will develop a collection of writing, such as a literacy folder or literacy 
portfolio 

4a.   Use authentic text (Internet sources, 
 magazines, and journals, songs and 
 poetry, letters, brochures and 
 pamphlets, comic strips, political 
 cartoons, etc.) to study characters, 
 settings, points of view, and sequence of 
 events. 
 
         Author and genre studies 
         
 Teacher read alouds using literature that 
 develops characters and setting and 
 demonstrates point of view and/or 
 sequence. 
 
   Apply learned writing skills throughout 
 the curriculum, particularly science and 
 social studies. 
 
 Read-alouds/author’s craft minilessons 
         Peer conferencing 

4a.  Writing workshop journals 
        Reading workshop journals 
        Individual conferences 
        
http://www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/search/defaul
t.asp?intro=yes  
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         Author studies and genre studies 
        Writing samples-demonstrating student 
 voice 

 

 


