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First Trimester 

Targeted Standards:   
NJCCCS 1.2 Creation and Performance:  
All students will utilize those skills, media, methods and technologies appropriate to each art form in the creation, performance, and presentation of visual art.    
NJCCCS 1.3 Elements and Principles:  
All students will demonstrate an understanding of the elements and principles of visual art. 
NJCCCS 1.5 History/Culture 
All students will understand and analyze the role, development and continuing influence of the arts in relation to world cultures, history and society. 
Interdisciplinary: NJCCCS Technological Literacy 8.1A, 8.1B;  Career Education and Life Skills/Critical Thinking 9.2A, 9.2C, 9.2D 
 

Enduring Understandings: 
Active participation in the arts leads to a comprehensive understanding of the imaginative and creative process. 
An understanding of the elements and principles of art is essential to the creative process and artistic production. 
The relationship of the arts and culture is mutually dependent; culture affects the arts and the arts reflect and preserve culture. 
 

Essential Questions: 
What is composition? What is overlapping? What is a still life? How do I mix colors using pastels? Why do people wear masks?  
 

Core Content/Objectives Instructional Actions 

Concepts 
What students will know 

Skills 
What students will be able to do 

Activities/Strategies 
Learning Activities/ Differentiation 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

Assessment 
How learning will be assessed 

Composition is the conscious 
arrangement of objects in a 
composition. 
Artists use overlapping as a way to 
show depth of space in 2D work. 
A still life is an arrangement of objects 
for the subject of a work of art. 
Pastels can be mixed like paint to 
create lighter and darker colors. 
Masks are worn in different parts of the 
world for different reasons. 
 
 

Create a balanced composition. 
Use overlapping in their drawing to 
create depth. 
Mix colors using pastels. 
Design and create a mask. 

Fall still life 
Masks of Venice 

Rubric  
Teacher observation 
Self-assessment 

Resources/Technology: 
Examples of still life paintings (Cezanne, Kahlo) 
Examples of masks from Venice. 
Pictures of masks from other cultures. 
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Second Trimester 

Targeted Standards:   
NJCCCS 1.2 Creation and Performance  
All students will utilize those skills, media, methods and technologies appropriate to each art form in the creation, performance, and presentation of visual art.    
NJCCCS 1.3 Elements and Principles  
All students will demonstrate an understanding of the elements and principles of visual art. 
NJCCCS 1.5 History/Culture 
All students will understand and analyze the role, development and continuing influence of the arts in relation to world cultures, history and society. 
Interdisciplinary: NJCCCS Technological Literacy 8.1A, 8.1B;  Career Education and Life Skills/Critical Thinking 9.2A, 9.2B, 9.2C, 9.2D 
 

Enduring Understandings: 
Active participation in the arts leads to a comprehensive understanding of the imaginative and creative process. 
An understanding of the elements and principles of art is essential to the creative process and artistic production. 
The relationship of the arts and culture is mutually dependent; culture affects the arts and the arts reflect and preserve culture. 
 

Essential Questions: 
What is weaving? What do “warp” and “weft” mean? What is a loom? How can we make an instrument out of clay? What is a monoprint? 
 

Core Content/Objectives Instructional Actions 

Concepts 
What students will know 

Skills 
What students will be able to do 

Activities/Strategies 
Learning Activities/ Differentiation 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

Assessment 
How learning will be assessed 

Students will know that weaving is a 
traditional Native American craft. 
Students will know some terms used in 
weaving (loom, warp, weft). 
Students will know that clay can be 
formed to make a shaker. 
Students will learn what a monoprint is. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students will weave using yarn and a 
cardboard loom. 
 
Students will be able to join two pinch 
pots filled with small clay pieces to 
make a shaker. 
 
Students will be able to make a 
monoprint. 

Weave with yarn. Third grade students 
learn about Native Americans in social 
studies. 
 
Make a clay instrument. Third grade 
students learn about sound in science. 
 
Look at examples of monoprints by Jim 
Dine. Make monoprints in class.  Jim 
Dine made many heart prints, and this 
project could tie in with Valentine’s Day. 

Teacher observation 
 
Self-assessment 
 
Rubric 

Resources/Technology: 
Examples of weaving (cloth, baskets, photos) 
Posters of Jim Dine’s monoprints. 
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Third Trimester 

Targeted Standards:  
NJCCCS: 1.1 Aesthetics 
All students will use aesthetic knowledge in the creation of and in response to visual art. 
NJCCCS 1.2 Creation and Performance:  
All students will utilize those skills, media, methods and technologies appropriate to each art form in the creation, performance, and presentation of visual art.    
NJCCCS 1.3 Elements and Principles:  
All students will demonstrate an understanding of the elements and principles of visual art. 
NJCCCS 1.5 History/Culture 
All students will understand and analyze the role, development and continuing influence of the arts in relation to world cultures, history and society. 
Interdisciplinary: NJCCCS Technological Literacy 8.1A, 8.1B;  Career Education and Life Skills/Critical Thinking 9.2A, 9.2B, 9.2C, 9.2D 
 

Enduring Understandings: 
Aesthetic knowledge stimulates judgment and imagination empowering students to interpret, appreciate and extract meaning from the arts. 
Active participation in the arts leads to a comprehensive understanding of the imaginative and creative process. 
An understanding of the elements and principles of art is essential to the creative process and artistic production. 
The relationship of the arts and culture is mutually dependent; culture affects the arts and the arts reflect and preserve culture. 
 

Essential Questions: 
What can a portrait tell us about a person? Who was Mary Cassatt? Who was Henry Ossowa Tanner? What is Impressionism? What are tints and shades? 
 

Core Content/Objectives Instructional Actions 

Concepts 
What students will know 

Skills 
What students will be able to do 

Activities/Strategies 
Learning Activities/ Differentiation 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

Assessment 
How learning will be assessed 

Artists can tell us a lot about a person 
by the way they paint them.   
Mary Cassatt and Henry Ossowa 
Tanner were American artists with a 
Philadelphia connection who found 
acceptance and success in France. 
Students will learn about Impressionism 
and Claude Monet. 
Students will learn how to create lighter 
tints and darker shades of colors in a 
painting. 
 
 
 

Compare two works of art. 
Create a parent/child portrait. 
Identify characteristics of an 
Impressionist painting. 
Make tints and shades.  

Students will compare two paintings by 
Cassatt and Tanner. 
Create a parent/child portrait. 
Paint an outdoor scene using the bold 
strokes of an Impressionist. 

Teacher observation 
 
Self-assessment 
 
Rubric 
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Resources/Technology: 
Paintings by Mary Cassatt depicting parents and children. 
“The Banjo Lesson” by Henry Ossowa Tanner. 
“Linnea in Monet’s Garden” video. 
Examples of Monet’s paintings, including “Waterlilies” and “Japanese Bridge” 
 
 

 
 


