
HADDONFIELD PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

 Curriculum Map for Band Grade 8 
 

September to November 

Targeted Standard(s):  NJCCCS Visual and Performing Arts: 1.1, 1.2, 1.3 
 

Enduring Understandings (The big ideas): Students will use aesthetic knowledge in the creation of and response to instrumental music. Active participation in 
band can lead to an understanding of the creative process in music. An understanding of the elements and principals of instrumental technique is essential to the 
creative process and successful performance. 
 

Essential Questions:  How do we recognize and/or identify scale forms, arpeggios, thirds and sequences in the key of Ab concert? How do we interpret and 
perform Ab concert chromatic scale? What skills do we focus on to improve sound production on our instruments? How do we improve/maintain sound sight 
reading skills at the 8th grade level? What are the most common combinations of eighth and sixteenth notes? 

Core Content/Objectives Instructional Actions 

Concepts Skills Activities/Strategies Assessment 
* Breathing technique/Embouchure/ 
Posture/Hand pos. 
* Technical exercises for MP 1 (Ab 
concert scale / thirds / arpeggio 
sequence / chromatic scale / eighth and 
sixteenth note combinations) 
* Simple meters 
* Accidentals 
* Whole, half, quarter, dotted quarter, 
eighth and sixteenth notes in simple 
meters 
* Sight-reading exercises and melodies 
* Band literature 

* Breathing technique/Embouchure/ 
Posture/Hand pos. 
* Technical exercises for MP 1 (Ab 
concert scale / thirds / arpeggio 
sequence / chromatic scale / eighth 
and sixteenth note combinations) 
* Simple meters 
* Accidentals 
* Whole, half, quarter, dotted quarter, 
eighth and sixteenth notes in simple 
meters 
* Sight-reading exercises and 
melodies 
* Band literature 

* Group lessons 
* Band Rehearsals 
* Sight reading of short examples in 
rehearsals and group lessons 
* Sight-reading of selections in full 
rehearsals 
 

* Teacher and student review of 
breath support, embouchure 
formation and posture/hand 
position 
* Performance of technical 
exercises for MP1 
* Successful sight reading 
performance 

Resources/Technology:  Electronic metronomes and tuners, 100 Days to Sightreading Excellence Vol. 1, Technique Sheets, Musical selections TBD 
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November to January 

Targeted Standard(s):  NJCCCS Visual and Performing Arts: 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4 
 
Enduring Understandings (The big ideas): Students will use aesthetic knowledge in the creation of and response to instrumental music. Active participation in 
band can lead to an understanding of the creative process in music. An understanding of the elements and principals of instrumental technique is essential to the 
creative process and performance. Through the critical process, students will formulate judgments and regarding artistic and aesthetic merits of musical 
performance. 

Essential Questions:  How do we extend our knowledge of Ab concert? What is compound meter? How do we identify sequences? What is a third or fourth 
(intervals)? How do we interpret dotted eighth and sixteenth notes? How do we interpret key signatures for Db concert? What accidentals are used to interpret Db 
concert chromatic scales? How do we prepare for and evaluate concert performance? Further develop questions in MP1 

Core Content/Objectives Instructional Actions 
Concepts Skills Activities/Strategies Assessment 

* Counting in compound meters (tech 
ex) 
* Sequences in Ab concert 
* Db concert scales and thirds 
sequence (tech ex) 
* Dotted eighth and sixteenth 
combinations in simple meter (tech ex) 
* Db concert chromatic scale (tech ex) 
* Chromatic movement with enharmonic 
spellings 
* Extend content from MP 1 and Grade 
7 
 

* Accurately perform rhythmic 
notation (lesson and band rehearsal) 
* Demonstrate ability to explain 
counting concepts and perform in 
simple and compound meters 
* Demonstrate ability to interpret and 
perform ascending and descending 
chromatic passages 
* Extend skills from MP 1 
 

* Group lessons 
* Band rehearsals 
* Performance at Winter Concert 
* Continue activities from MP 1 
 

* Teacher and student review 
* Concert performance critique 
* Performance of MP 2 technical 
exercises 

Resources/Technology:  Electronic metronomes and tuners, 100 Days to Sightreading Excellence Vol. 1, Technique Sheets, Musical selections TBD 
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January to April 

Targeted Standard(s):  NJCCCS Visual and Performing Arts: 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4 
 
Enduring Understandings (The big ideas): Students will use aesthetic knowledge in the creation of and response to instrumental music. Active participation in 
band can lead to an understanding of the creative process in music. An understanding of the elements and principals of instrumental technique is essential to the 
creative process and performance. Through the critical process, students will formulate judgments and regarding artistic and aesthetic merits of musical 
performance. 

Essential Questions:  How can students help and ensemble select music for performance? How do we develop sight reading into a consistent and accurate 
process and read ahead to improve accuracy? How can we extend our knowledge of Db concert? How do we interpret the key signatures of G concert? What are 
the most common rhythms in compound meter? How do we count and perform in compound meter? Further develop questions in MP1 and MP2 

Core Content/Objectives Instructional Actions 
Concepts Skills Activities/Strategies Assessment 

* Thirds and sequences in Db concert 
(tech ex) 
* G concert scale (tech ex) 
* Compound meter rhythms (tech ex) 
* Enharmonic spellings 
* Song selection process 
* More advanced sight-reading excerpts 
* Extend content from MP1 and MP2 
 

* Demonstrate ability to perform 
sequences and thirds in Db concert 
and major and chromatic scales in G 
* Demonstrate ability to interpret and 
perform rhythms in compound meter 
* Accurately interpret and perform 
chromatic passages involving 
enharmonic spellings 
* Select concert selections for spring 
through voting process 
* Extend skills for MP1 and MP2 

* Group lessons 
* Band rehearsals 
* Voting process during band 
rehearsals 
* Continued sight-reading process from 
MP1 and MP2 
 

* Teacher and student review and 
critique 
* Performance of harmonic minor 
scales and melodies 
* Successful selection of pieces 
voted in by students 

Resources/Technology:  Electronic metronomes and tuners, 100 Days to Sightreading Excellence Vol. 1, Technique Sheets, Musical selections TBD 
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April to June 

Targeted Standard(s):  NJCCCS Visual and Performing Arts: 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4 
 
Enduring Understandings (The big ideas): Students will use aesthetic knowledge in the creation of and response to instrumental music. Active participation in 
band can lead to an understanding of the creative process in music. An understanding of the elements and principals of instrumental technique is essential to the 
creative process and performance. Through the critical process, students will formulate judgments and regarding artistic and aesthetic merits of musical 
performance. 

Essential Questions:  How do we measure what skills students have learned during previous marking periods and in grades 6 and 7? How do we prepare for our 
spring concert? What do we refine as we prepare for formal adjudication? Can we recognize, interpret and perform elements and motives from grades 6, 7 and 8? 

Core Content/Objectives Instructional Actions 

Concepts Skills Activities/Strategies Assessment 

* Melodic sequence 
* Arpeggio forms 
* Syncopation in simple meter 
* Eighth note triplets 
* Chromatic notation (accidentals) 
* Compound meter 
* Thirds and fourths 
* Changing meter within an excerpt 
(simple to simple and simple to 
compound and vice versa) 
* Culminating exercise 

* Demonstrate ability to accurately 
perform: whole, dotted half, half, 
quarter, eighth and sixteenth notes in 
simple and compound time / 
Arpeggio sequence in simple time 
(Bb) / Syncopation in simple time / 
eighth note triplets in simple time / 
chromatic movement   
* Perform variety of dynamic levels 
and tempo/meter changes in 
performance pieces 
* Control timbre and volume levels to 
maximize balance and blend 
* Extend MP1, MP2 and MP3 skills 

Band rehearsals 
* Group lessons 
* Spring concert performance 
* Adjudication at Hersheypark festival 
 

* Performance of MP4 exercises 
* Teacher and student review 
* Concert performance review and 
critique 
* Formal adjudication at music 
festival 

Resources/Technology:  Electronic metronomes and tuners, 100 Days to Sightreading Excellence Vol. 1, Technique Sheets, Musical selections TBD 
 

 


