
HADDONFIELD PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Curriculum Map for 8th grade Advanced LA  
                                                                                                         

 
Enduring Understandings (The big ideas): 
Writing is the process of communicating in print for a variety of audiences and purposes 

• Good writers develop and refine their ideas for thinking, learning, communicating, and aesthetic expression. 
• Good writers use a repertoire of strategies that enables them to vary form and style, in order to write for different purposes, audiences, and contexts. 
• Rules, conventions of language, help readers understand what is being communicated. 
• A writer selects a form based on audience and purpose. 

The ability to read a variety of texts requires independence, comprehension and fluency 
• Understanding of a text's features, structures, and characteristics facilitate the reader's ability to make meaning of the text 
• Readers use language structure and content clues to identify the intended meaning of words and phrases as they are used in text. 
• Fluent readers group words quickly to help them gain meaning from what they read. 
• Good readers employ strategies to help them understand text. 
• Words powerfully affect meaning. 
• Good readers compare, infer, synthesize and make connections to make text personally relevant and useful. 

Researchers gather and critique information from different sources for specific purposes. 
September- Advanced LA 8/ Who am I? unit 

Essential Questions: 
How does the literature relate to the theme of identity? 
What are factors that shape our identity? 
What are creative ways we can express our unique identity? 
How do literary devices deepen our understanding and appreciation of literature? 
How do we use literary devices to add compositional risk in our own writing? 
What are the elements of an effective direct reference paragraph? 
What are the rules for using direct and indirect quotes? 
How do you use effective study skills to be successful and stay organized? 
What do readers do when they do not understand everything in a text? 
Why do readers need to pay attention to a writer's choice of words? 

Core Content/Objectives Instructional Actions 
Concepts 

What students will know 
Skills 

What students will be able to do 
And CCSS standards 

Activities/Strategies 
Learning Activities/ Differentiation 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

Assessment 
How learning will be assessed 

 
How to examine compositional 
risk(author’s creative techniques)  in 
their reading and incorporate it in their 
writing 
How to use commonly confused words 
more carefully 

1. Read, analyze and discuss a 
variety of poems and short 
stories on the theme of 
identity. Select evidence to 
support questions about key 
ideas and author’s craft (RL 

“Get to know each other” 
introductions and contest 
Identity Survey 
Summer reading survey 
Self-portrait poem modeled after 
Walkers. 

Daily Homework- Who am I 
and Outsiders guides, 
grammar, and review sheets 
Summer Rdg. Assignment-  
3 direct references 
paragraphs about identity 
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How to use context clues and word 
origins to determine the meaning of 
unknown words 
How to incorporate direct references in 
their writing as evidence and punctuate 
correctly 
Use knowledge of language 
conventions when writing 
Engage in a range of collaborative 
discussions about fiction and non- 
fiction text and related issues 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8.1-10 and SL 8.1 and 4). 
2. Write a poem using present 
participles for supporting 
ideas, consistent verb tense and 
sensory language (L 8.1 a and 
c, W 8.3-4) 
3. Determine correct 
homophones (L8.4) 
4. Identify synonyms for 
content area vocabulary (L8.4 
and 6, RL 8.4) 
5. Define/identify literary 
devices: sensory imagery, 
alliteration, simile, metaphor, 
stream of consciousness, 
foreshadowing, allusion, 
characterization, point of view, 
motif, tone (L8.5 and RL 
8.1,2,5) 
6. Write effective extended 
paragraphs in response to an 
open-ended question. Utilize 
effective quotes from literature 
in open-ended responses. 
(W8.1a-e, 8.2 a-f) 
7. Punctuate quotes correctly 
and use ellipses to indicate 
omitted part of quote. 
(L8.2) 
8. Determine how the 
historical background affects 
the character’s point of view 
and analyze the effects this has 
on the point of view. Read a 
variety of nonfiction articles 
on the theme of identity. (RI 
8.1-6)  
 

Peer edit poems 
Activities utilizing summer 
reading (Farewell to Manzanar): 
historical background, character 
analysis and setting 
Homophone Worksheets 
Class discussions of literature 
incorporating literary devices 
Focused reading (in pairs and 
individual) using study guides 
with room for references and 
open-ended responses 
Journal entries with oral readings 
for extra credit 
Grammar exercises and review 
for quotation rules. 
Jeopardy Review Game for Who 
Am I quiz 

(choice book and Farewell to 
Manzanar) 
Self portrait poem 
Who am I quizzes 
Commonly Confused Word 
Quizzes 
Extended Paragraphs 
Notebook Checks 
Journal Readings 
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Resources/Technology: 
Summer Reading Assignment: choice book and Farewell to Manzanar 
Diagnostic letter of introduction 
Who Am I by Perfection Learning 
“For My Sister Molly” by Alice Walker 
(Adventures for Readers) 
Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck 
 Exemplar poems 
Commonly Confused Word List 
Study guides  
Writer’s Craft- green series (quote exercises) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
October - Advanced LA 8/ How do I fit in? unit 

 
 

Essential Questions: 
How can we connect the characters to our own lives to understand who we are and how we fit in?  
What are the four parts of an effective presentation? 
What makes a story suspenseful? 
How do you write an effective narrative? 
How does the writer’s choice of literary devices affect the character and reader? 
What are the four types of conflict? 
What are the five parts of a plot structure? 
 

Core Content/Objectives Instructional Actions 
Concepts 

What students will know 
Skills 

What students will be able to do 
And CCSS standards 

Activities/Strategies 
Learning Activities/ Differentiation 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

Assessment 
How learning will be assessed 

 
 
How to use various diagrams to analyze 
plot and compare/contrast characters 

1.Use Venn diagrams and t-
charts to compare/contrast 
texts and characters (RL 8.5-6) 
2.Use Freytag’s Pyramid to 

Reading with partners and 
independently 
Collage Project presentations 
Commonly Confused words and 

Daily Homework- novel 
guide and grammar lessons 
Thesis Statement 
Commonly confused word 
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etc. 
How to analyze literary devices and 
identify a dynamic character 
How to create an effective oral 
presentation with a creative visual 
How to use parallelism in a three part 
thesis statement 
How to write a narrative with suspense 
How to write an open-ended response 
The relationships between setting and 
mood; conflict and resolution 
Active vs. passive voice 
The characteristics of an English sonnet 
How to conduct gather and share 
information using various digital sources   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

analyze plot structure (RL 8.2) 
3.Select appropriate quotes and 
incorporate in an open-ended 
response (W 8.1 a-e, 8.2 a-f) 
4.Analyze the relationship 
between theme, setting and 
mood (RL8.2) 
5.Define and identify conflicts 
and resolutions in the novel 
(RL 8.3) 
6.Define and identify point of 
view, symbolism, suspense, 
satire, allusion and biblical 
references (RL 8.4,6 and 9) 
7.Analyze how the events in a 
novel influence a dynamic 
character (RL 8.9) 
8.Use commonly confused 
words (ex. Homonyms) 
correctly and use context 
clues/word origin to determine 
meaning of unknown words 
(L8.4-6) 
9.Practice oral presentation 
with collage visual (SL 8.4-6) 
10.Plan, write and edit a well-
organized and well-developed 
speech with a three part thesis 
statement (W8.2) 
11.Use active voice to create 
suspense in a narrative (L8.1b)  
12.Compare and contrast the 
theme and structure of classic 
poems to the novel (RL 8.5 
and 10) 
13. Complete a short research 
project using digital sources to 
extend understanding of Of 

parallelism exercises 
Create character diagrams using 
graphic organizers 
Symbolism Race with partners 
Class Discussions and small 
group work  
Eliminating passive voice using 
the handout; “Beware of the “to 
be” verb!” 
Write stories using active voice 
and sensory imagery 
Listen to The Raven, 
Frankenstein and Tell Tale Heart 
audio, fill out guides and discuss 
Journal entries and readings 
 

and parallelism quiz 
Informative collage speech 
and project 
Suspense narrative 
Of Mice and Men Mini 
research project 
Of Mice and Men test 
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Mice and Men (W8.7-10) 

Resources/Technology: 
 
The Outsiders by S.E. Hinton 
Handouts: literature study guides and open-ended responses, paragraph structure, poetry/ collage projects, oral presentations, picture 
prompts, active voice, “The Raven,” “Frankenstein” and “Tell-Tale Heart” audio 
"The Monkey's Paw" by WW Jacobs and "The Cask of Amontillado" by Edgar Allen Poe 
"Nothing Gold Can Stay" by Robert Frost 
"To a Mouse" by Robert Burns 
"Sonnet 73" by William Shakespeare 
Of Mice and Men Mini Research Project 
 
 
 
 

 
November-December-Advanced LA 8/Social Pressures unit 

 
 
Essential Questions: 
How do you maintain your unique beliefs despite pressures to be like everyone else? 
What is an explanatory essay and how do you write one? 
What is the most effective way to write an introduction? 
How do you use direct reference body paragraphs in an essay? 
How do you mirror the introduction in the conclusion? 
How do you effectively select and incorporate quotations from various sources in an essay? 
How does examining an allusion in a novel enrich your understanding? 
How can a reader compare elements of Science Fiction to reality? 
 

Core Content/Objectives Instructional Actions 
Concepts 

What students will know 
Skills 

What students will be able to do 
And CCSS standards 

Activities/Strategies 
Learning Activities/ Differentiation 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

Assessment 
How learning will be assessed 

 
How to analyze the theme and make 
connections 
How to interpret allusions to poems in 
the novel 
How to outline, research, write and edit 
a literary analysis/explanatory essay 

1. Identify subject/predicate to 
identify and correct fragments 
and run-ons (L8.1-3) 
2. Analyze how the novel 
alludes to and draws on themes 
from traditional or classic 

Teacher read-alouds, guided 
reading and independent reading 
of the novel. 
Edit stories eliminating passive 
voice 
Create Venn Diagrams to 

Daily Homework- novel 
guide and grammar lessons 
Narrative final draft 
Explanatory essay 
Thesis Statement 
Sentence Structure quiz 
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using multiple sources and MLA 
standards 
How the circle technique and 
sophisticated transitions will improve 
organization 
How to use dramatic reading techniques  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

poems and how the structure of 
the poem contributes to the 
meaning (RL 8.5 and 9) 
3. Write a funnel introduction 
with a 3 part thesis (W 8.1a).  
4. Research and select 
appropriate evidence and 
quotes for support 
(W8.1b,W8.7-8) 
5.Use direct reference 
paragraph structure for body 
paragraphs (W8.1e) 
6.Use MLA format for 
citations and works cited list 
(W8.8) 
7.Use linking transitions 
between paragraphs (W8.2c) 
8.Use reverse funnel structure 
and circle technique for 
conclusion (W8.2f) 
9. Complete an outline and 
rough draft for the five 
paragraph Explanatory 
Essay(W8.2a) 
10. Check for organization and 
format while peer editing the 
funnel introduction and rough 
draft of the 5 paragraph essay  
(W8.5). 
 
 

compare and contrast  
Use a T-chart to compare and 
contrast  
Brainstorm ideas for thesis 
statements 
Funnel Introduction Lesson 
Complete the outline and the 
rough draft of the 5 paragraph 
essay in class 
Outsiders project (group skits) 
Notebook Check 

Outsiders test 
 
 

Resources/Technology: 
 
Sentence Structure lessons- Writer’s Craft 
Five paragraph explanatory/literary analysis essay handouts 
Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury 
"The Veldt" by Ray Bradbury 
"The Necklace" by Guy de Maupassant 
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"The Tiger" by William Blake 
"Dover Beach" by Matthew Arnold 
“By the Waters of Babylon” by Stephen Vincent Benet 
Sentence Structure Exercises 
 
 
 
 
 

 
December-January -Advanced LA 8/ Embracing Differences 

 
Essential Questions: 
How does understanding diversity foster change and improve relationships? 
What types of blindness can people have other than sight? 
How can life experiences change our perceptions? 
What life skills do we need to overcome challenges? 
What strategies can you use to persuade others? 
How do we get a final paper ready to be graded? 
What is writing "small" and how do you use it in descriptions? 
How do you write literature circle questions, responses and summaries that are effective and appropriate to your role? 
How do you participate actively in a literature circle group? 
 
 

Core Content/Objectives Instructional Actions 
Concepts 

What students will know 
Skills 

What students will be able to do 
And CCSS standards 

Activities/Strategies 
Learning Activities/ Differentiation 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

Assessment 
How learning will be assessed 

 
Peer editing strategies 
Rules for quotations, citations and 
works cited 
Use persuasive appeals: logos, ethos, 
kairos and pathos in Persuasive Writing 
How to compose a poetic memoir based 
on experiences and relevant detail 
Strategies for learning new words 
How to analyze and discuss literary 
elements in small and large group 
settings 

1. Use guided questions to peer 
edit (W8.5) 
2. Write well-developed well-
organized persuasive essays 
using classical argumentative 
strategies (W 8.1,4,5,6) 
3. Identify synonyms for 
vocabulary in novel (RL8.4) 
4. Use effective small group 
listening/speaking skills for lit 
circles (SL8.1) 

Complete typed copy of the 
Persuasive Essay at the 
Computer Lab 
Peer Edit Essay 
Outline play using Freytag’s 
Pyramid 
Take notes on Helen Keller’s 
challenges while viewing 
videotape 
Compare the theme of 
overcoming self-pity in “A Man” 

Fahrenheit 451 test 
Persuasive Essay using 
rubric  
Literature circle responses 
and participation points 
Diversity quiz 
Daily Homework/ 
Participation 
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How to create and deliver an effective 
oral presentation 
How to read with expression 
Dramatic techniques employed to 
present short stories 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. Use direct reference 
paragraph structure for 
effective literature circle 
responses (W8.2a) 
6. Use relevant descriptive 
details and sensory imagery 
from personal experience in a 
narrative poem about someone 
they admire (W8.3d) 
7.Identify literary devices 
including irony, symbolism 
and conflict (L8.5a) 
8.Use "peppy" presentation 
techniques for dramatic 
readings (SL8.6) 
9. predict meaning and define 
vocabulary in context in 
selected short fiction (poem, 
short stories and non-fiction 
(editorial) (L8.4, L8.5b and 
L8.6) 

and “Three Days to See”   
Literature Circle Meetings 
Braille race in partners 
Sign first name and song using 
manual alphabet: “Because you 
loved me” 
Journal Responses 
Read, discuss and watch “Gift of 
the Magi” 
Write "gift" poem using 
figurative language and poetic 
rhythm 
Read "A Christmas Carol" 
dramatically in parts  
Field Trip to Chamber Repertory 
Play 

Resources/Technology: 
Literature Circle response sheets and novels: (students choose one): Speak , Just Listen , House of the Scorpion, Eagle Strike, The 
Contender, The Secret life of Bees, Milkweed, The Diary of Anne Frank, Friedrich, Wringer, Star Girl, Flowers for Algernon,  and 
The Chocolate War  
Persuasive Essay peer editing handout, checklist and rubric 
"The Country of the Blind" by HG Wells   
"Three Days to See" by Helen Keller 
Journal prompts and quotes 
A & E biography of Helen Keller video 
“Gift of the Magi” story- Flex text and videotape 
“A Christmas Carol” play 
Braille and sign language activity 
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January -Advanced LA 8/Embracing Difference continued/What is success? 
Essential Questions: 
 
What are the multiple meanings of "expectations"? 
What do we "expect" from life and how do we achieve success by setting realistic goals? 
What is the true meaning of "success"? What role does compassion and acceptance play in our quest for success?  
What are our most vivid memories and how can we use them in creative writing? 
What are the limitations/ strengths of movies vs. stories? 
What is a "narrative" prompt and how do you write an effective response? 
What was the Victorian period like and how did the social milieu influence the literature? 
How does an author's background influence their writing? 

Core Content/Objectives Instructional Actions 
Concepts 

What students will know 
Skills 

What students will be able to do 
And CCSS standards 

Activities/Strategies 
Learning Activities/ Differentiation 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

Assessment 
How learning will be assessed 

Vocabulary strategies 
The scoring techniques of the  NJ 
Holistic Scoring Rubric 
Narrative strategies 
Various literary devices that added 
meaning to reading and interest to 
writing 
Standard English conventions for usage 
Techniques for writing memoirs 
Note-taking methods for a lengthy, 
challenging novel 
A poetic form for describing characters 
How Dickens was influenced by his time 
period 

1.Identify synonyms and 
complete analogies using 
vocabulary words from 
literature (L8.4a,c,d,L8.5c and 
L8.6) 
2. How to write a timed 
narrative with dialogue, logical 
sequence of events, sensory 
details and a resolution 
(W8.3a-e, W8.4-6)) 
3. Identify: symbolism, 
conflicts, flashback, 
foreshadowing, point of view, 

Whole class discussion of 
literature listed above 
Holistic Scoring in partners 
Timed "speculative" story 
“Flowers for Algernon” editing 
race in partners 
Literature Circle Oral Reports 
Reading and locating literary 
devices with partners 
Watch/ take notes on videotape  
“Great Expectations" 
Write description of "hands" 
(fictional or real) 

Literature Circle Reports 
(skits with introduction and 
closing) 
Daily Homework/ 
Participation 
"Do now" writings 
Objective test/ quizzes 
Narrative Prompts 
Personalized Character 
Poems 
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irony, allusion, refrain, 
imagery, theme, 
characterization, dialect, 
simile, personification, comic 
relief, cliffhangers, social 
criticism, satire (RL8.1-6) 
4. compare/contrast written 
literature to movie (RL8.7) 
5. Write a vivid memory using 
sensory imagery (W8.3a-e) 
6.Use thesaurus to write 
character poems (L8.4c) 
7. Identify methods the author 
uses to reveal characters (i.e. 
use physical description)-
(RL8.3 and RL8.6) 
8. examine nonfiction articles 
relating to the book about the 
socioeconomic gap between 
classes (RI8.1-3) 
9. Engage in a variety of types 
of discussions comparing the 
theme in the book to current 
events (SL8.1-2) 

Football Review game 
 

Resources/Technology: 
Narrative Prompts and holistic scoring 
New Jersey Holistic Scoring Rubric 
Literature Circle reports 
Introduction to Research Project 
Adventures for Readers: “Flowers for Algernon,”“I have a dream,” “The Road Not Taken” 
Videotape “Flowers for Algernon” 
Great Expectations by Charles Dickens and guide/handouts (ch. 1-29) 
Videotape Great Expectations 
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Curriculum Map for Adv. LA 8  

 
Enduring Understandings (The big ideas): 
Writing is the process of communicating in print for a variety of audiences and purposes 

• Good writers develop and refine their ideas for thinking, learning, communicating, and aesthetic expression. 
• Good writers use a repertoire of strategies that enables them to vary form and style, in order to write for different purposes, audiences, and contexts. 
• Rules, conventions of language, help readers understand what is being communicated. 
• A writer selects a form based on audience and purpose. 

The ability to read a variety of texts requires independence, comprehension and fluency 
• Understanding of a text's features, structures, and characteristics facilitate the reader's ability to make meaning of the text 
• Readers use language structure and content clues to identify the intended meaning of words and phrases as they are used in text. 
• Fluent readers group words quickly to help them gain meaning from what they read. 
• Good readers employ strategies to help them understand text. 
• Words powerfully affect meaning. 
• Good readers compare, infer, synthesize and make connections to make text personally relevant and useful. 
• Researchers gather and critique information from different sources for specific purposes. 

 
February/March : Expectations/Research/ NJ ASK review Units 

 
Essential Questions: 
How do you write an effective argumentative essay using non-fiction articles for support? 
How do you write an effective explanatory essay in response to a quotation? 
How do you present an effective oral report with a visual aid using the principals of a 5-paragraph essay? 
What rules/standards do we use for a research assignment and why do we use them? 
What life skills can we learn from authors and literary characters that have risen above their circumstances to achieve their goals? 
What factors influence our ability to feel free to be ourselves (barriers and bridges)?  
What is the difference between true love and infatuation? 
What are the characteristics of a Victorian poem and how do you analyze one? 
What is the difference between an English sonnet and an Italian sonnet? 
 

Core Content/Objectives Instructional Actions 
Concepts 

What students will know 
Skills 

What students will be able to do 
And CCSS standards 

Activities/Strategies 
Learning Activities/ Differentiation 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

Assessment 
How learning will be assessed 

Strategies for using and identifying 
literary devices 
MLA standards for writing research 
report 
How to use digital sources to expand 
understanding of the novel through Mini 

1.Identify and discuss Dickens 
techniques using evidence 
from the text- metaphor, 
imagery, setting, allusion, 
theme and personification etc 

Whole class and small group 
discussions of literature 
Bibliography exercise 
Practice timed persuasive essays/ 
stories 

Narrative Prompts 
Argumentative and 
Explanatory Essays 
Objective quizzes and final 
novel test 
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research project 
How to carefully  select evidence and 
effective sources for research 
Techniques for planning, writing, editing 
and scoring argumentative and 
explanatory essays 
Techniques for analyzing poems 
Techniques for creating smooth 
transitions in writing 
Oral presentation techniques 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(RL 8.1-3,10, L8.5, SL8.1) 
2.Use MLA style for 
bibliography and digital 
sources to research and share 
information for Victorian 
project (W2,W8.7-9) 
3. Analyze and interpret poems 
with a related theme for 
organization and rhyme 
scheme (RL 8.5) 
4. Outline and write a well-
organized  Argumentative 
essay using nonfiction articles 
for support (W8.1a-e, W8.10) 
5. Outline and write a well-
organized Explanatory essay in 
response to a quotation (W2a-
f) 
5. Use circle technique and 
linking transitions in essays 
(W8.2c) 
6. Use extended paragraph 
structure and evidence for 
open-ended response questions 
(W8.2b) 
7. Use editing/ revision skills 
to rewrite (W8.4-6) 
8. Present a well-organized 
oral research report with an 
effective visual (W8.7-9, SL 
8.4-6) 
9. Identify literary devices: 
dialect, extended metaphor, 
poetic license, satire, 
symbolism and social 
criticisms (L8.5,RL8.1-3) 
10. Note differences between 
the film Great Expectations 

Holistic Scoring of samples in 
pairs 
Jeopardy Review Game 
Research the Victorian period or 
topics related to Great 
Expectations using digital 
sources   
Great Expectations dramatic 
production 
 

Daily Homework/ 
Participation 
Victorian Research Projects 
Great Expectations play 
Great Expectations unit test 

2/2014 Date completed/revised- Sanchirico       Page 1 



HADDONFIELD PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
and the novel (RL8.7) 

Resources/Technology: 
 
Great Expectations by Charles Dickens and guide/ handouts (ch. 30- 59) 
“Sympathy” by Paul Laurence Dunbar 
“Mother to Son” and “Thank you Ma’am” by Langston Hughes 
“The Street” by Richard Wright 
Victorian Research Project handouts: topics/requirements, outline, bibliography exercise (use Edmodo, Ipads, Computers) 
Writing: exemplar essays, scoring rubrics, argumentative and explanatory essay topics, templates, techniques 
Victorian poems: "Sonnet 43" by Elizabeth Barrett Browning, "When I was One and Twenty" by A.E. Housman, and "Home-
Thoughts from Abroad" by Robert Browning 
 
 
 
 

 
April- Adv. LA 8/ Adapting Through Adversity Unit 

 
Enduring Understandings (The big ideas): 
Writing is the process of communicating in print for a variety of audiences and purposes 

• Good writers develop and refine their ideas for thinking, learning, communicating, and aesthetic expression. 
• Good writers use a repertoire of strategies that enables them to vary form and style, in order to write for different purposes, audiences, and contexts. 
• Rules, conventions of language, help readers understand what is being communicated. 
• A writer selects a form based on audience and purpose. 

The ability to read a variety of texts requires independence, comprehension and fluency 
• Understanding of a text's features, structures, and characteristics facilitate the reader's ability to make meaning of the text 
• Readers use language structure and content clues to identify the intended meaning of words and phrases as they are used in text. 
• Fluent readers group words quickly to help them gain meaning from what they read. 
• Good readers employ strategies to help them understand text. 
• Words powerfully affect meaning. 
• Good readers compare, infer, synthesize and make connections to make text personally relevant and useful. 
• Researchers gather and critique information from different sources for specific purposes. 

 
Essential Questions: 
What are the roots of the Holocaust? 
What were forms of oppression and forms of resistance? 
What life skills did victims use to cope with the adversity? 
Why is it important to remember the Holocaust? 
How can we use lessons from historical literature to help us cope with our own adversity? 
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How have lessons from our past mistakes affected the way we now deal with conflicts? 
What are our responsibilities to society? 
How can one person make a difference? 
What makes an effective research presentation? 
What are the MLA standards for research? 
 

Core Content/Objectives Instructional Actions 
Concepts 

What students will know 
Skills 

What students will be able to do 
Activities/Strategies 

Learning Activities/ Differentiation 
Interdisciplinary Connections 

Assessment 
How learning will be assessed 

Historical background of the holocaust 
and why it is important to study the 
event 
How to analyze and interpret various 
genres of Holocaust literature- fiction 
(poems, short stories) and nonfiction 
(articles and autobiographical novel) 
English standard rules for semicolons 
and colons 
Which writing strategies to apply for 
various forms on the NJ ASK 8 
How to interview the author of a memoir 
Vocabulary strategies for synonyms 
How to make personal connections to 
historical literature 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Identify how Eve Bunting 
used allegory (“Terrible 
Things”) to represent actual 
people/events in WWII 
(RL8.4-6, RL8.9) 
2. Place semicolons and colons 
correctly (L8.2-4) 
3. Compare how various forms 
of historical literature and 
media convey key themes and 
facts using different styles and 
techniques (RL 8.5). 
4. Examine author’s purpose in 
a non-fiction autobiography 
from a Holocaust survivor (RI 
8.1-10) 
4. Use context clues and word 
origin to predict meaning 
before using a digital source to 
confirm meaning of  
vocabulary (L8.4) 
5. Review strategies for NJ 
ASK timed writing: 
argumentative, persuasive 
essays, open-ended responses 
and narrative (W8.1-5). 

Read aloud in parts “Terrible 
Things”  
“Beirut wedding” art transparency 
for journal response 
Whole class and small group 
discussion of study guides for 
stories 
Journal predictions and responses 
Practice prompts for NJ ASK 
Grammar exercises Chapter 39 
Holocaust guest speaker-submit 
questions and letters  
Make connections to summer 
reading book Farewell to 
Manzanar  
------------------------------------------ 
Worthy Cause research projects 
using digital learning tools 
(computers/Ipads/ Edmodo). 
 

Daily Homework and 
Participation 
Objective quizzes with open-
ended response 
Timed writing-choose best 
of 3- explanatory, 
argumentative or narratice 
Once The Acacias Bloomed 
and Voices of the Holocaust 
test 
 

Resources/Technology: 
Voices of the Holocaust- Perfection Learning (selections) 
Once the Acacias Bloomed by Fred Spiegel 
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“Terrible Things” by Eve Bunting 
Writer’s Craft lessons 
“If you cried, you died” video  
Worthy cause research project: use Edmodo, I pads and computers 
 

    
 
 
 
 
 

  
May-adv. LA 8/Growing Up 

 
Enduring Understandings (The big ideas): 
Writing is the process of communicating in print for a variety of audiences and purposes 

• Good writers develop and refine their ideas for thinking, learning, communicating, and aesthetic expression. 
• Good writers use a repertoire of strategies that enables them to vary form and style, in order to write for different purposes, audiences, and contexts. 
• Rules, conventions of language, help readers understand what is being communicated. 
• A writer selects a form based on audience and purpose. 

The ability to read a variety of texts requires independence, comprehension and fluency 
• Understanding of a text's features, structures, and characteristics facilitate the reader's ability to make meaning of the text 
• Readers use language structure and content clues to identify the intended meaning of words and phrases as they are used in text. 
• Fluent readers group words quickly to help them gain meaning from what they read. 
• Good readers employ strategies to help them understand text. 
• Words powerfully affect meaning. 
• Good readers compare, infer, synthesize and make connections to make text personally relevant and useful. 
• Researchers gather and critique information from different sources for specific purposes. 

 
Essential Questions: 
How does conflict lead to change? 
How does adversity affect our growth and maturity? 
How do relationships and current events affect our growth? 
How does competition affect relationships and self-reflection? 
How do are actions travel with us through time? 
How do cliffhangers create suspense? 
How do character- foils add depth to a novel? 
What is “a separate peace” and how can we achieve it regardless of circumstances? 
What techniques are used to write an analytical essay vs. a creative writing piece? 
 
 
 

Core Content/Objectives Instructional Actions 
Concepts Skills Activities/Strategies Assessment 
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What students will know What students will be able to do Learning Activities/ Differentiation 

Interdisciplinary Connections 
How learning will be assessed 

How to use punctuation to create clear, 
complex sentences 
The impact of historical events on a 
novel 
Vocabulary strategies for synonyms and 
analogies 
How literary devices add meaning 
How to read and act out literature with 
expression 
How to write an explanatory essay in 
response to a quote 
How to use MLA standard rules and 
procedures to conduct research   
How to use digital sources to research, 
share and publish information to solve 
current issues 
How to create personal voice and a call 
to action in writing using various 
persuasive strategies 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1.Prevent run-ons, fragments 
and unclear sentence structure 
using semi-colons and colons 
(L8.2-4) 
2.Identify how the characters 
in A Separate Peace were 
affected by WWII (RL8.1-6) 
3.Engage in whole class and 
small group discussions about 
the novel (SL8.1)  
4. Identify synonyms and 
complete analogies for 
vocabulary (L8.4) 
5. Define and identify 
simile/metaphor, flashback, 
imagery, point of view, foil, 
cliffhangers, symbolism, irony, 
personification, and 
foreshadowing.  
6. Use color imagery to bring 
creative writing alive. 
7. Conduct Research in small 
Edmodo groups to solve a 
current problem and persuade 
others to get involved: note-
taking, outlining, bibliography 
(MLA format) visual, brochure 
or interview (W8.4-10, SL 8.4-
6) 
8. Write a research report 
using persuasive strategies to 
create emotion and convince 
audience (W8.1) 
 
 

Share novel study guide 
responses 
Vocabulary worksheets and 
crosswords 
Reading silently and aloud with 
partners 
Journal predictions and 
responses Dramatic 
Presentations of Scenes 
Literary Device worksheets with 
partners 
Compare poems about growing 
up from 2 different perspectives 
and then write a poem 
Find a passage using color 
imagery- use color imagery to 
describe a scene and then 
illustrate 
Write a 5 paragraph analytical 
essay on “growing up” 
 

Daily homework/ 
participation 
Semicolon/colon test 
Character Poem 
Color Imagery assignment 
A Separate Peace test 
Worthy Cause Research 
Project 

Resources/Technology: 
Website- teen poems about growing up 
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A Separate Peace  by John Knowles 
Study guides for novel and author study 
Poems about growing up: “Know it all” and “Growing Up” 
Worthy cause research project: use Edmodo, I pads, computers 
 
 

 
End of May/June- Advanced LA 8/ Fairness Unit 

 
 
Essential Questions: 
How do we balance differing needs for justice? What happens when there is an imbalance? 
How is “fairness” dependant upon one’s situation? 
What factors influence our perception of fairness and truth? 
What are the effects of standing up for what you believe? 
How does truth affect fairness? 
Why are Shakespeare’s works timeless? 
What are the main achievements of the Elizabethan period? 
Why do some stories use subtle foreshadowing while others use hints that are more blatant? 
What rhetorical devices can be employed to deliver a persuasive speech? 
 
 

Core Content/Objectives Instructional Actions 
Concepts 

What students will know 
Skills 

What students will be able to do 
Activities/Strategies 

Learning Activities/ Differentiation 
Interdisciplinary Connections 

Assessment 
How learning will be assessed 

 
Characteristics of tragedies and five act 
plays 
How to analyze and dramatize 
challenging literature 
How understanding denotation vs. 
connation can add meaning to a work 
How literary devices  and rhetorical 
devices can add meaning to text 
How to select and analyze key quotes in 
a challenging text 
The influence of setting on plot 
Learn what meaning may be lost in a 
modern translation of a work 

 
1. Identify the elements of a  
classic tragedy (RL8.1-6, RL 
8.10) 
2. Use evidence from Julius 
Caesar to discuss the play (SL 
8.4) 
3. Compare several shorter 
works with the theme of 
“Fairness” to the play (RL8.5) 
4.Use Freytag’s pyramid to 
outline the 5 act play (RL8.2) 
5. Learn how writers use 

Act out scenes from the play 
Create a map of Rainsford’s 
steps on the island in “The Most 
Dangerous Game” to understand 
how setting affects plot 
Whole class and small group 
discussions of literature 
Race for past/future clues in “By 
the Waters of Babylon” 
Review writing terms, literary 
devices, grammar skills for final 
Compare the use of 
foreshadowing in the play vs. the 

Julius Caesar quiz 
Island Maps 
Persuasive Speech 
Final exam 
Dramatic skits (live or 
videotaped) 
Seasons poem 
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connotation and denotation to 
choose the “bon mot” (L8.5) 
6. Analyze key quotes from the 
play: speaker, listener and 
significance (RL8.1-3, SL8.3-
4) 
7. Identify literary devices and 
rhetorical devices in literature 
Be able to define all 33 literary 
devices from the year and learn 
rhetorical devices (L8.5) 
8. Review grammar 
conventions: sentence 
structure, punctuation, 
homonyms (L8.1-3) 
9. Trace steps of main 
character in “The Most 
Dangerous Game” and learn 
how the setting increases 
suspense (RL8.3) 
10. Examine the modern  
translation and the movie to 
determine how close each 
stays true to the original play 
Julius Caesar (RL8.7) 
 

stories 
“I have, you have” literary 
device race between cores 
Watch Julius Caesar video 
Write the seasons poem using 
figurative language 
 

Resources/Technology: 
 
And Justice for All- Perfection Learning 
Julius Caesar by William Shakespeare 
 “The Most Dangerous Game” by Richard Connell 
“By the Waters of Babylon” by Stephen Vincent Benet 
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